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THIS MONTH AT ASHRAE 
Research Promotion Night 
 

   Date: 

             Wednesday, November 19th 

 

   Schedule: 

            1 – 4:30 pm: Tech Session 

            5 – 6 pm: Social Hour  

            6 – 7 pm: Dinner/Business Meeting 

 

    Social Hour: 

            Sponsored by Woodman Controls 

 

    Tech Session: 

           ASHRAE Distinguished Lecturer, Mr. 

Gordon Sharp will provide us with a 

great presentation.  The topic Mr. 

Sharp will be presenting is “A Holistic 

Overview of Technologies and 

Strategies to Achieve Deep Energy 

Reductions in Laboratories.”  

 

    PDHs: 

          Mr. Sharp’s presentation provides 3 

PDHs for those that attend the tech 

session. 

 

   Location: 

         Ramada Tropics Conference Center 

         5000 Merle Hay Road 

         Des Moines, IA 

 

    Chapter Meeting/Dinner Cost: 

         Tech Session: $30 for ASHRAE IA 

Members / $50 for non-members 

         Dinner: Free for ASHRAE IA Members 

and $20 for non-members 

 

 

   RSVP 

         “Click Here” to register for the Tech 

Session 

 

         “Click Here” to register for the Dinner 
 

**Use Coupon Code MEMBER**  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come join us at the Ramada 

Tropics Conference Center on 

Wednesday, November 19th for a 
great afternoon technical session 

followed by a social hour and 

dinner with your ASHRAE Iowa 

Friends. 

 
 

Mr. Gordon Sharp will be 

presenting “A Holistic Overview of 

Technologies and Strategies to 

Achieve Deep Energy Reductions 
in Laboratories.” 

 

 

We hope to see you there! 
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President’s Corner  

       
    

UPCOMING 

CHAPTER 

MEETINGS 
 

 

    

 

November 19th   

Resource 

Promotion & Tech 

Session 
  

Location:  

Ramada Tropics 

Resort 

Merle Hay Rd 

Urbandale, IA 

 

 

 

December 15th  

Joint Meeting with 

SMCI & CSI.  Past 

Presidents Meeting. 

 

Lunch Meeting 

(noon to 1:00) 

 

Location: 

TBD 
 

 

 
 

January 13th 

Membership 

Promotion Night. 

 

Location: 

TBD   
 

 
 

 
Greetings and happy 

Movember to all of you 

moustache aficionados!  

May your loved ones be 

kind to you in spite of 

your curious 

appearance this month.   

Back to serious business: I 

hope you had a chance 

to attend the October 

meeting in Ames on the 

22nd. It was a good time 

and very well attended.  

We began with an 

industry panel discussion 

for engineering students.  

The chapter received 

good feedback on how 

to better reach out to 

students in the 

engineering program.  

After the panel, we had 

dinner and presented 

our three Iowa Chapter 

Scholarships.  We 

finished the evening with 

a tour of the newly-

completed ISU 

Biorenewables Complex. 

We should commend 

our Student Activities 

chairs for doing an 

outstanding job with 

promoting our 

scholarship applications.  

They’ve also done a 

great job helping the 

Iowa State University 

ASHRAE Student Chapter 

expand membership.  A 

strong student chapter 

benefits our industry here 

in central Iowa. 

On Wednesday, 

November 19th, we are 

having an afternoon 

tech session and 

evening dinner meeting 

at the Ramada Tropics 

Resort on Merle Hay Rd 

in Des Moines.  ASHRAE 

Distinguished Lecturer 

Gordon Sharp will be 

presenting on 

laboratories in the 

afternoon.  3 PDH’s will 

be available for 

attending the afternoon 

session.  The cost for the 

afternoon session is $30 

for members and $50 for 

non-members. After that: 

social hour and a dinner 

business meeting with 

the topic of Resource 

Promotion.  Make sure 

you register on 

www.ashraeiowa.org .   

Finally, plan to attend 

our December joint 

meeting with CSI and 

SMCI for lunch on 

12/15/14.  This will take 

place at the Downtown 

Des Moines Holiday Inn.  

Be sure to mark your 

calendars and look for 

more details along with 

registration at 

www.ashraeiowa.org .   

 

  
 

Justin Barrett 
ASHRAE Iowa Chapter 
President 

2014-15 
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November Meeting (Wednesday the 19th) 

Resource Promotion and Tech 

Session 

Schedule (times still to be finalized): 
1:00 – 4:30 PM: Tech Session 

5:00 – 6:00 PM: Social Hour 

6:00 – 7:00 PM: Business Meeting 

Location: 

Ramada Tropics Resort Conference Center 

5000 Merle Hay Road 

Des Moines, IA 50322 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abstract for Gordon Sharp’s Iowa ASHRAE Tech Session:  
 
A Holistic Overview of Technologies and Strategies to Achieve Deep Energy Reductions in Laboratories 
 

As we strive to build more energy efficient laboratories and vivariums, the most impactful 

approach is often to reduce the outside airflow.  In the last few years new design approaches 

such as demand based control of lab air change rates, chilled beams (hydronic cooling), and 

VAV exhaust fan control have been successfully employed to safely reduce these lab airflows 

to as low as 2 ACH to cut energy consumption significantly. Although these concepts may 

been discussed individually in the past, this talk provides a detailed holistic discussion of how 

these and other energy saving technologies such as heat recovery can be combined to create a 

whole that is greater than the sum of the parts.  A sophisticated lab energy analysis tool that 

can determine potential energy and capital cost savings will be used to both examine, 

quantify, and then compare the relative contributions of different energy savings approaches 

for a typical lab building in some representative climates. Several case studies will be 

provided including a large near net zero lab project in Abu Dhabi, UAE. 

 

Finally, building HVAC systems naturally can degrade and building energy use can rise over time with maintenance 

staffs often lacking the time to analyze building performance. One solution that will also be discussed is the use of 

intelligent agent systems and monitoring based commissioning. These systems can be used to automatically analyze lab 

building energy and IEQ data, often using approaches like dashboards to help ensure long term energy savings and a 

healthier indoor environment. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  ASHRAE Iowa October Meeting 

  

 
 

 

We held our annual student in Ames this year.  We had the privilege of awarding 3 

outstanding students that are focused on pursuing careers in the mechanical industry with 

scholarships.  Elise Backstrom (Top Left), Elliot Newton (Middle Left), and Joe Kern (Top 

Right) each received a $1,000 scholarship from the ASHRAE Iowa Chapter. 

 

Following dinner the group headed over to campus to see the recently complete ISU 

Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering Phase 2 building.   



 

 

 

  ASHRAE’s Attic & Antiques 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            
 

 
 

The humidistat shown in the pictures were from Dave Miller of The Waldinger Corporation.  This 
sensor was salvaged from his home and used horse hair as the controls element.  Animal hair 

turns out to be a pretty good way to measure the humidity.  The length of a strand of hair 
changes with different relative humidity levels.  As the relative humidity increases, hair 
becomes longer, and as the humidity drops it becomes shorter. 

 
We encourage anyone who finds a great HVAC relic like this to submit it to Tim Conrad at 

tconrad@mechsales.com.  We are trying to populate a historical section documenting these 
great finds. 
 

mailto:tconrad@mechsales.com


 

 

 

The HVAC&R Industry 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.ahrexpo.com/newpress/newsitems/2015IAWinners.pdf
http://www.forbes.com/sites/rachelhennessey/2014/11/03/dubai-worlds-tallest-twin-towers-emaar-burj-khalifa-creek-harbour/
http://www.advancedrtu.org/


 

 

2014-2015 Meeting Dates 

 

 

MONTH 

GENERAL MEETING 

Topic Date 

July - - 

August - - 

September Fall Frolic Golf Outing – Echo Valley Golf Club 11 

October Student Night / Membership Promotion 22 

November Research Promotion 19 

December  
Past Presidents / History (joint w/ CSI and 

SMCI) 
15 (Lunch) 

January Membership Promotion 13  

February Resource Promotion 16 (Lunch) 

March Refrigeration 16 

April ASHRAE Webcast 16 

May Spring Fling Golf Outing 21 

      

Winter Meeting 2015 Winter Conference – Chicago, Il Jan 24-28 

CRC Region VI CRC – Bettendorf, IA April 30-2 

Summer Meeting 2015 Annual Conference – Atlanta, GA Jun 27-1 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.ashrae.org/membership--conferences/conferences/2015-ashrae-winter-conference


 

 

 

ASHRAE 2014-2015 Research Promotion Fund 

 

 
 

Your contribution puts us closer to achieving our goal.  Please send what you can today! 
 
COMPLETE THE INFORMATION BELOW AND RETURN IT WITH YOUR INVESTMENT 
 
Please accept my research investment in the amount of $_____________ CK#_____________ 

NAME_____________________________________                             _ PHONE______                  ________  

COMPANY____________________________                           __________FAX__________             _______ 
 

ADDRESS_____________________                                           ______________________________________  

CITY______________________                          __  STATE  _____             _____  ZIP  _______                ____ 
 

PLEASE CHECK ONLY ONE: (  )  Personal Contribution      (  )  Company Contribution 
 

Charge my gift to:   (  ) VISA   (  ) MC (  ) AE   

Credit Card #:____________________________  Exp. Date:____________ 
 

Signature:_____________________________________________ 
 
ASHRAE is a 501(c)(3) organization.  Contributions are deductible as allowed by law. 

A receipt will be sent to the address listed above. 

Send to: 

ASHRAE RESEARCH PROMOTION 
C/O Dan Ponxs  

P.O. Box 3686 

Urbandale, IA  50323 

PHONE: 515-964-0904 
dponxs@woodmaninc.com  

 Thank you for your donation! 

 

mailto:dponxs@woodmaninc.com
mailto:rp@ashraeiowa.org
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2014-2015 Newsletter Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsoring our monthly newsletter is a great way to advertise your business and support your Iowa 

ASHRAE Chapter.  Renewing and new sponsors need to send in payment immediately for inclusion in 

next month’s (and all subsequent) newsletter.  Make check payable to: ASHRAE Iowa.  Cost is $125.  

Send to: 
 

Andrew Pospisal 

ASHRAE Newsletter Sponsorship 

P.O. Box 3686 

Urbandale, IA  50323 
 

Luke Miller is collecting cards for all of the sponsors. If you’ve paid and don’t see your card here or 
would like to revise the card shown, send a card-sized PNG or JPEG file to: lukem@ajallen.com  

 
Rist & Associates 

 
Systems Management 

& Balancing 

 
Vest-Feld-Hazer & 

Associates 

mailto:lukem@ajallen.com
mailto:apospisal@mail.ashrae.org

